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FROM THE PRESIDENT
BOB JONES
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT
Hello Civitans,
This has been the most incredible year in my life, one that I will never forget. As I write my last article as Civitan
International President I am filled with emotions and I would like to say thank you for allowing me to have this
journey.
In my last article I encouraged you to join us in Greenville, SC for our 99th Civitan Convention. It was truly an
amazing time. For those in attendance, I hope you enjoyed the southern hospitality extended by the host
district of South Carolina. You had the opportunity to learn the official dance of South Carolina, the “Carolina
Shag” and some of that famous sweet tea. You even had the opportunity to meet Mr. Rogers.
Thank you to those who participated in the annual Breakthru Golf Benefit. We can say we truly had a good old
fashioned “hot time” at the course. We were able to raise $210,250 with a net of $201,250. Thank you to all our
sponsors this year. The Civitan Fest was enjoyed by those who participated. The room was filled with laughter,
music, and some great food. We were able to raise $34,350 with a net of $30,760. All of the money netted will
go to help support our Civitan International Research Center.
It was awesome to hear from Dr. Craig Powell from the Research Center during philanthropy. So much is happening there and many exciting things are on the horizon. This year for the first time ever the CIRC video will be
made available to the membership at no cost.
A big shout out to the staff and the army of volunteers who helped make the convention enjoyable. THANK
YOU.
We have changes this year that will help make our organization even stronger in the future. For the first time
ever, we combined Dance A Thon with the Junior Civitan Convention. We had more people in attendance than
we have had in many years. We will also be retooling Sno Do to the All In Summit to develop a new leadership
academy for our Junior Civitan leaders.
For those in attendance at our convention I told them I served as Civitan International President 2018-2019. The
years are not important to me. Instead, it is the “dash” that represents the time I was able to spend with you,
the membership. It will be a “dash” that I will never forget. I have met so many incredible people this year. The
projects that clubs and districts are working on to help others fills my heart with joy. Each district or club I have
visited may do things a little different but all of us have the same goal, that is to help others.
As we close out the Civitan year I encourage each of you to “make your bed” as we continue to use our hands to
help make a difference and are truly “Champions of Service.”
				

Sincerely,
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In the last month, staff and volunteers have carried out two conventions, in two different cities.
Our first was the Junior Civitan International Convention outside Washington, D.C. where we
saw increased attendance and a combination of the event with the longtime fundraiser Dance-athon. Less than two weeks later, we executed the 99th annual Civitan International Convention in
Greenville, South Carolina. With around 470 Civitans attending, we elected our next International
officers, brought back a service project to the event, and celebrated membership and philanthropy
successes.
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One of the events held alongside the convention was the summer meeting of the Civitan International Board of Directors. Some of the decisions from that meeting included:

2018-19 INTERNATIONAL OFFICERS
President: Bob Jones, Concord, NC
President Elect: Patsy Perkal, Aurora, CO
Immediate Past President: Kendyl Massey,
Maryville, TN International Directors:
Julia Floyd, Cullman, AL; Dianne Hansard,
Cumming, GA; Tony Workman, Greensboro,
NC; Carol Wolters, Columbus, OH; Bill
Lawrence, Almonte, Ontario, CA; Marta
Ford, Eaton Rapids, MI; Fred Matthies,
Franktown, CO; Ann McCarty, Pocatello,
ID; Mogens Brun, Ålbæk, Denmark Junior
Civitan International President: Danni
Jo Grider Huntsville, AL; Executive Vice
President: Scarlet Thompson, Birmingham,
AL
Civitan Magazine, like the organization it represents, is dedicated to service. The magazine will,
at all times, emphasize the high ideals and purposes of the organization, disseminate ideas for
greater service, and carry authorized announcements and notices regarding the activities of the
organization. The magazine is an official Civitan International publication. Civitan International does
not endorse or imply endorsement of any product
and/or company by selling advertising space in
this publication. Editorial opinions expressed in
this magazine are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of Civitan International, its officers, or staff.

• The approval of a committee to look into and plan for a recommitment to the
Civitan International Research Center – The fulfillment of the original $20 million
pledge will happen in less than two years, so it’s time to determine what our partnership with the center looks like from here.
• A change to the policy regarding Junior Civitan club builders and at what point
they’re recognized as a master club builder – Now those individuals can be recognized if their clubs had been in existence for five years, instead of all clubs being in
existence at time of their fifth club build.
• Revisions to a policy regarding Civitan communications as a whole – These changes
suggest any external promotions of the organization reflect the parent brand, and
not an individual or group of people.
In addition, the board deeply discussed current situations with districts and their structure as well
as International board representation and whether it should be reviewed due to membership size
in certain areas.
During the first business session of the convention, Finance and Audit Committee representative
and Past International President Bill Buscher shared some recommendations for the 2020 Civitan
International budget, which the International Board had approved. Most of these items affect districts or international officers directly, and not the individual member. The overall theme of these
recommendations is a continued focus on sending more money to the mission, rather than “ourselves.” In addition, a dedication to keeping all accountable for the International policies in play is
reflective of the approved recommendations. More detailed information will be sent out to current
leadership soon.
If you have any questions or concerns about actions taken on the International level, please do not
hesitate to reach out to me or your respective board member/officer.
Thanks to all who attended the Greenville convention or supported the events that coincided with
it. We hope everyone had fun, learned a lot, and renewed their passion for Civitan.

Telephone:(205) 591-8910
FAX:(205) 592-6307
Email:civitan@civitan.org
Website:www.civitan.org
MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Civitan worldwide is to
build good citizenship by providing a
volunteer organization of clubs dedicated
to serving individual and community needs
with an emphasis on helping people with
WWW.CIVITAN.ORG
developmental disabilities.

2018-2019 Civitan International Board of Directors
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This year’s Junior Civitan International Convention took place
less than 2 weeks before Civitan’s convention and was a
tremendous success! More than 125 registered Junior Civitans
took over the Hyatt Regency Dulles in the Greater Washington D.C. area for a weekend full of knowledge, service,
and fellowship. We are grateful to all of our sponsors, staff,
volunteers, chaperones, district chairs, and others who came
together to help make this event possible. Check out just a
few of the weekend’s highlights.

OPENING CEREMONIES

Junior Civitans completing one of
many service projects for Service
Source and their partnering
agencies

PHILANTHROPY SESSION
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2019 Juhlke Charitable Fund grant recipients
Past Civitan International
President Debbie Juhlke
recognizing inaugural
grant recipients

2018-2019 International Board

The 46th Annual Dance-a-thon fundraiser took place during the Junior Civitan
International Convention for the first time in event history. This year, over 120
participants registered to attend the event online, with over 100 attending in
person. Dance-a-thon raised $38,936, with a net of $35,693.39 for the Civitan
International Research Center!

Newest inductee into the Junior
Civitan Hall of Fame, Penny Bonawitz

Your 2019-2020 International Board. Director Rachel Stripp
(Canadian West), Director Ethan Jeffus (Magnolia),
President Victoria Bailey (NC West), Vice President Ethan
Fabian (Florida) and Director Dylan Kegeris (NC West)

This year’s presenting sponsors are two groups who not only contributed financially to make this event possible, but also
graciously hosted us in their home area over the weekend. The Foundation for Children with Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities (FCIDD) along with the Chesapeake District, both Juniors and adults, contributed to earn the title of this year’s
Junior Civitan International Convention Presenting Sponsor. We are extremely thankful to these wonderful groups for their
monetary support as well as their countless hours of volunteer work to ensure this convention was a success. Thank you
Chesapeake and FCIDD!
WWW.CIVITAN.ORG
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CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL GREENVILLE CONVENTION
Over 50 golfers and volunteers joined together to swing for a breakthru at our 26th
Annual Golf Benefit in Greenville, SC! We had a wonderful day of golf, fun, and fellowship on the course. Although it was warm, our golfers stayed cool with the help of our
awesome hospitality cart volunteers. They came to the rescue with cold beverages
and cooling neck bands. We wrapped up our day with a celebration dinner and award
ceremony with friends and family at the clubhouse. It was a fun day supporting the
important work at the CIRC!
All of our golfers did a wonderful job with their fundraising! Our total to date is over
$210,000. Thank you to all our individuals, clubs, and districts who supported our
efforts. A big thank you as well to all of the great sponsors for the event, especially
Exfluor and the Foundation for Children with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities for being our presenting sponsors. Special thank you to our top fundraiser, Joe
O’Toole. We are grateful to all of those who made this tournament possible.

We are always looking to grow our event and add new golfers. You have
a whole year to work on your swing and get that fundraising started! We
hope you will make plans to join us in Milwaukee for this great event!

6

CIVITAN MAGAZINE

1.800.CIVITAN

HOW TO USE THE CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL
RESEARCH CENTER TOOLKIT

The Civitan International Research Center Toolkit was created to help our members tell the story of our flagship
project and to keep you up to date on new research and clinical activities. Each piece of the toolkit was specifically
designed with a different audience in mind, but they all work together to share the news about the Research Center.

NEW FAST FACTS SHEET

A new, one-page document highlights major research and clinical care activities
happening at the CIRC. With over 100 labs at the CIRC, we want you to learn about
all of them, so expect this sheet to be updated regularly with fresh news to share
with others!

NEW SOCIAL MEDIA IMAGES

NEW highlights from the Fast Facts Sheet have been tailored into captivating
designs for social media use! Download these images and share them on your
Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram!

NEW POWERPOINT SLIDES

Have a meeting coming up and want to share updates from the CIRC? Download
this PowerPoint and copy/paste slides available on the website into your presentation! Need help talking about these updates? The third slide from the presentation
deck is a script for you to use when presenting these updates at your meeting!

NEW CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH CENTER BROCHURE

A new, colorful brochure will make the perfect take-away for any tabled event! Brochures will be available for purchase
soon from the Supply House and will be included in New Member Packets.

NEW CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH CENTER BOOKLET

Have someone who would love to learn a little more than a brochure can hold about the CIRC? A new CIRC booklet will
be available for purchase soon through the Supply House. This short, 8-page booklet highlights some of the major focus
areas of the CIRC and includes more detailed information about Dr. Powell’s vision for the future.

NEW HOST A RESEARCHER VIA ZOOM

Want to invite a researcher to speak at a club meeting, but are not located in Birmingham, AL? Zoom is an online
video-conferencing tool that allows us to connect your club to a special speaker from the CIRC!

NEW CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH CENTER VIDEO

We sat down with Dr. Powell, Director of the CIRC, to talk to him about the CIRC and his visions for the future. This less
than 4-minute video is perfect for any new member orientation or recruitment meeting!

VISIT CIVITAN.ORG/RESEARCH
TO FIND ALL OF THESE EXCITING
NEW TOOLS!
For questions about the new Civitan International Research Center Toolkit, contact Amy
Natsumi Roberts, Fundraising and Marketing
Specialist, at amy@civitan.org.
Printed brochures and booklets coming to
Supply House soon!
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CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL GREENVILLE CONVENTION

OPENING
CEREMONIES
The 2019 Greenville Convention opened on Wednesday July 3. The evening
was hosted by Steve Doudoukjian, Dutch Fork Civitan Club member, and
son of Past International President John Doudoukjian.

The evening honored classic Civitan traditions, while embracing the theme
of convention, “Champions of Service.” Jackson and John Doudoukjian III
led members of Civitan in the creed, honor keys were presented, Civitans
from around the world tested their knowledge of all things southern, and
Amy Wright of Bitty & Beau’s Coffee Shop was honored with the World
Citizenship Award.

Mark Curran, Jo Roper, and Joel Hallman lit the
candles of service, knowledge, and fellowship
to begin the evening.

World Citizenship Award
Recipient Amy Wright is
the founder of Bitty and
Beau’s, a coffee shop run
by individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities.

International Honor
Key recipients Deborah
Blaylock, MS North;
Bob Kircher, Florida;
and Patricia Perkal,
Great Southwest.
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CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL GREENVILLE CONVENTION

WELCOME PARTY

Nearly four hundred and fifty Civitans danced the night away at the 2019
Welcome Party in Greenville. From the shrimp and grits and sweet tea to
beach games and a surf-worthy photo booth, a great night was had by all
who attended. We even had special guests from a local shag club teach
dance lessons and bring a little bit of Carolina flavor to the dance floor!
Thank you to all who attended – we look forward to seeing you again in
Milwaukee!

The Welcome Party would not have been
possible without the tireless efforts of Anne
Boggs Lavely and her convention hospitality
team, as well as her incredible students. She
went above and beyond to donate her time
and effort, hand-making all our decorations.
Thank you for everything, Anne! We are
grateful for you!
WWW.CIVITAN.ORG
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CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL GREENVILLE CONVENTION

FIRST BUSINESS SESSION

The First Business Session of the 99th annual convention started with an introduction of candidates for International offices.
Candidates for President-Elect received 10 minutes of time in front of the audience for nominations and presentations, while
candidates for International Directors received 3 minutes each.
Executive Vice President Scarlet Thompson then presented an update on what the international organization has accomplished in the last two years. She addressed Civitan’s current membership numbers as well as efforts to introduce different
ways to be a part of the organization. Civitan International 2018-2019 President Bob Jones took the stage following, to share
his thoughts on the year, reminding the audience of his travels and the great work being done by clubs worldwide. Finally, Finance and Audit Committee member and Past International President Bill Buscher presented information on the 2020
budget for the international organization, which included continued recommendations to improve the financial health of
Civitan. More information on this subject will follow in the coming month to members.
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CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL GREENVILLE CONVENTION

Thank you to everyone who joined us on Thursday for the 19th Annual
Civitan Fest! This year’s Civitan Fest was the perfect kick off to the Fourth
of July. Our fundraisers enjoyed exciting games like Four in a Row, the
Civitan Awareness Challenge, and Minute-to-Win-It games. Guests were
also treated to delicious carnival food and cashed in their tokens for some
fun surprises.
This year’s Civitan Fest raised over $34,000 with over 100 guests in attendance! Civitan Fest is an annual fundraiser event that supports the Civitan
International Research Center in Birmingham, Alabama.

Thank you to our sponsors: El Monte/Arcadia Civitan Club, Idaho Falls
Civitan Club, McCoy Behavioral Group, Dutch Fork Civitan Club,
Livingston Civitan Club, Westland Civitan Club, Miller and McPhail
CPAs, Durham Civitan Club, 2018-19 Governors-Elect, 2018-19 Governors, 2017-18 Governors, iDeal Tickets, Lion’s Share Federal Credit
Union. Special thank you to all of our Civitan Fest volunteers!

WWW.CIVITAN.ORG
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CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL GREENVILLE CONVENTION

PHILANTHROPY
SESSION
This year’s philanthropy session was a homerun! We opened the session

up with our friends from the Mauldin Miracle League, long-time partners
of our South Carolina Civitans. We heard about all the great work they
are doing in the community and the impact Civitan has had on their organization. Then emcees Bill Lawrence and Marta Ford spoke about our
Civitan clubs being a team with each member bringing important skills to
the group. We celebrated all the ways we are Champions of Service and
recognized our top Candy and Coin box clubs and top President’s Council
districts.
Emcees Bill Lawrence and Marta Ford

Dr. Powell then joined us to share many exciting updates from the Civitan
International Research Center and answered questions from audience
members. Hearing the work being done at the Research Center is always
the highlight of the philanthropy session and this year was no exception!
Tony Workman then joined us to highlight the great work of our Junior
Civitans. We closed with two moving Fellows presentations.

Mauldin Miracle League Founder Dennis Raines shares
about Civitan support of the league.

Dr. Craig Powell sharing a few exciting updates at the Civitan
International Research Center.
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CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL GREENVILLE CONVENTION

WORKSHOPS
Our Civitans were offered a variety of workshops to attend on Thursday
and Friday. Topics ranged from Working with People with Aging
Conditions, Club Revitalization, How to Use the CIRC Toolkit, and many
more!

WWW.CIVITAN.ORG
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CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL GREENVILLE CONVENTION

THE CIVIS

Friday afternoon was a highlight for many nominees as awards were presented to clubs and districts for outstanding performance in the areas of
service, awareness and communications. The ceremony ended recognizing
the 2017-18 Outstanding New Club and Outstanding Club in addition to the
Quality Achievement District.
Civitan fires burned bright in 2017-18, and together members made a difference in local communities and across the world through service to others.
Always remember why we are Civitans, and why we do what we do each
and every day.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2019 WINNERS AND FINALISTS
Dr. Courtney W. Shropshire Outstanding Civitan Club
1st Place Bannock Civitan Club, Heart of the West
Outstanding New Club
1st Place Tupelo Evening Civitan Club, Mississippi North
Outstanding Service to People with Disabilities
1st Place Montgomery County Civitan Club, North Central
2nd Place Lenawee Civitan Club, North Central
3rd Place Cumming Civitan Club, Georgia
Outstanding Community Service Project
1st Place Idaho Falls Civitan Club, Heart of the West
2nd Place Cook County Civitan Club, Georgia
3rd Place Cumming Civitan Club, Georgia
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Outstanding Youth Project
1st Place Cook County Civitan Club, Georgia
2nd Place Cumming Civitan Club, Georgia
3rd Place First Coast Civitan Club, Florida
Outstanding Awareness Project
1st Place Kensington Valley Civitan Club, North Central
2nd Place Hawfields Civitan Club, North Carolina East
3rd Place Cumming Civitan Club, Georgia
Outstanding Social Media Campaign
1st Place Tryon Civitan Club, North Carolina East
Outstanding Club Website
1st Place Cumming Civitan Club, Georgia
2nd Place Idaho Falls Civitan Club, Heart of the West
1.800.CIVITAN

CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL GREENVILLE CONVENTION

Outstanding Club Newsletter
1st Place Greenville Civitan Club, South Carolina
2nd Place Uptown Civitan Club, Florida
3rd Place Bannock Civitan Club, Heart of the West
Outstanding District Website
1st Place Valley District
2nd Place Alabama North District
Outstanding District Newsletter
1st Place North Carolina East District
2nd Place Valley District
3rd Place Alabama-West Florida District
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CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL GREENVILLE CONVENTION

SECOND BUSINESS SESSION

The next International officers for Civitan were voted in at the Elections
Business Session on Saturday morning. Frank Kelley of the Heartland
District is the new 2019-2020 President-Elect, Pat McKinney from Canadian District West was elected as a director in Region Five, Michael Morgan from the Appalachian District was elected in Region Six, and Marcia
Dechand was elected in Region Seven. An amendment to the bylaws in
section 8.01 regarding Canadian dues was also approved.
The session also featured speeches with updates from the Junior Civitan
program and the 50th celebration of Civitan in Europe. Finally, Past International President Gay Aaron, Resolutions Chair for the event, presented
several items. The last one portrayed 2018-2019 President Bob Jones as
Civitan’s Mr. Rogers for his friendliness and advocacy for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
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CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL GREENVILLE CONVENTION

MEMBERSHIP EXTRAVAGANZA

Saturday morning Civitans gathered for Membership Extravaganza, and
a “passing of the torch,” from Immediate Past President Kendyl Massey,
to current President Bob Jones, and finally to incoming President Patsy
Perkal.
Extravaganza began with South Carolina Governor Elect, Misty Konow and
Massey delivering 2017-2018 membership awards. The Top Growth Club
was the Cottage Hill Civitan Club from the Alabama West Florida District,
and the Top Growth District was Mississippi North.
Hilarity ensued during the Civitan Olympics during a high impact game
of Cheeto Head. Jones congratulated the Civitan All Stars who built clubs
during the third quarter. The session ended with the introduction of the
2019-2020 Civitan team, and the reveal of the new Champions of Service
logo, with a focus on the word “Achievers.”

WWW.CIVITAN.ORG
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CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL GREENVILLE CONVENTION

INSTALLATION AND BANQUET

The end to an incredible weekend came with the Installation and Closing
Ceremonies. Our guests enjoyed a banquet meal and program hosted by
Senior International Director Fred Matthies. Civitan International
President Bob Jones was thanked by the organization and received the
presidential gavel and honor key alongside his wife and first lady, Judy.
After a special presentation of Junior Fellows were made to President
Jones’ grandchildren, our new governors and international officers who
will begin their terms on October 1 were installed by Past International
President Gay Aaron.
Closing out the evening was the installation of 2019-2020 Civitan International President Patsy Perkal. Patsy addressed the delegation about her
plans for this organization in the upcoming year. It was a wonderful evening of fellowship and we are already looking forward to next year!
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CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL GREENVILLE CONVENTION

PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL RECEPTION

Our annual President’s Council Reception was at the Greenville Children’s Museum. This fun venue offered science experiments, hands-on exhibits and an opportunity for our members to express their inner child! Thank you to all our President’s
Council members. We hope you had a great time at the reception!

LIGHT THE WAY SOCIAL

We had a great time with our Light the Way donors at the Light the Reception Saturday night. These important donors are
vital to the future of Civitan. Thank you to everyone who attended and supports this initiative.

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION SOCIAL

This year, we had over 80 volunteers support Civitan International staff in many ways during Convention. Thank you so much
to these special volunteers for answering the call the serve.

GE ACADEMY GRADUATION

We enjoyed celebrating our Governor Elects at their graduation social on Saturday, July 6th. They have worked hard this
year to learn their new role and we look forward to seeing their accomplishments starting on October 1st.
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THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR SPONSORS!

Linda and Stephen Colley
Carmen Gorby
Lynn Leitch

CIVITAN
CHARITIES OF
GREENVILLE
VALENT GROUP

Montgomery Civitan Club Clarksville Civitan Club Heart of the Rock Civitan Club
Regions Bank

BB&T BANK

Idaho Falls Civitan Club

BanCorpSouth

Topeka Civitan Club
Joseph Realty
Durham Civitan Club
Hansard Insurance Agency
Tag Specialties
Hilton Head Capital Group
Burch Corporation
William and Patricia Kruger
Chattanooga Civitan Club
Servis First
Heart of the Rock Civitan Club
International President Bob Jones and Past International President Kendyl Massey
Dan Brown
Frank Kelley
Idaho Falls Civitan Club

Past International President Debbie Juhlke
Past International President Jay Albertia

Past International President Bill Busher
Past International President Joe Parker
Past International President Kendyl Massey

El Monte/Arcadia Civitan Club
Idaho Falls Civitan Club Dutch Fork Civitan Club Livingston Civitan Club
Westland Civitan Club
2018-2019 Governors Elect

WWW.CIVITAN.ORG

Durham Civitan Club
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SEE YOU IN

MILWAUKEE.

Civitan International Convention
July 26 - July 29, 2020
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