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If I were to give a title, or name, to
this past year it would be exactly
that - “An Unexpected Journey”.
So many changes, but so many
blessings as well.
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COVID-19 changed many things
for all of us. In fact, it changed the
way our District Civitans have held
meetings, and participated in
projects. We have had separate
journeys due to social distancing,
and that struggle is real for this
hugger:)
But, it has been a blessing
SC District Governor, Misty Konow
as well. Our District actually
survived our first virtual meeting! It
was a blessing to see so many smiling faces, and to hear so many voices
that I have missed.

Area 7: Anna Smith

I hope you all will continue on this journey with me to the end. I would
love to see many of you at our District convention September 18-20, in
Hilton Head. Social distancing will be maintained throughout the
meetings, and the hotel is taking every precaution imaginable. Hope to
see you all there!
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~ Misty
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Civitan Mission Statement

Palmetto Civigram Editor:
Linda F, Neely
lindafneely@aol.com

Facebook: SC District Civitans

The worldwide mission of Civitan International is to build good
citizenship by providing a volunteer organization of clubs
dedicated to serving individual and community needs, with an
emphasis on helping people with developmental disabilities.

Twitter: @scdistrictcivitans

From Our Governor Elect
What is your standard?
What is the standard you try to achieve in your work with Civitan? Are you
alright with going to meetings, saying the Creed while following along with the
words on a sheet of paper or on your phone? Are you satisfied with occasionally helping out with a project? Are you serving on committees or on the Board
of Directors for your club? Have you considered serving on the District level?
OR do you gladly accept leadership roles in your club and strive to do the
absolute best of your ability in the role? Have you memorized the Civitan
Creed and strive to live up to the 12 points of the Creed? Do you go out of your
way to make sure things are ready for projects that perhaps you suggested for
your Club?
In his book LEADERSHIFT, John C Maxwell quoted Dianne Snedaker,
executive vice president and chief marketing officer of First Republic Bank,
who said:
Set your standards high and keep them high. If you are interested in success, it
is easy to set your standards in terms of other people’s accomplishments, and
then let other people measure you by those standards. But the standards you set
for yourself are always the more important. They should be higher than the
Patsy Finley, Governor Elect
standards anyone else would set for you, because in the end you have to live
with yourself, and judge yourself, and feel good about yourself. The best way to do that is to live up to your highest
potential. Set your standards high and keep them high, even if you think no one else is looking. Somebody out there
will always notice, even if it is just yourself. (1)
As a Civitan, set your standard high. Reach it, then set that standard even higher. Most clubs have either elected
new officers or will be continuing in the 2020/2021 Civitan year with the same officers. If you are an officer of a
club, define your goals for the club. Set the standard for your goals high. This time next year, I want to see what you
have accomplished with your club. See how many new members you can get, then put those new members to work
in your club! Strive to be the best club in the District! I would love to be overwhelmed with award nominations next
year! You can do it! Set that standard high. Live up to your highest potential!
(1)

John C Maxwell, LEADERSHIFT,73.
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Jim is back! Jim Seeley, of The Civitan Club of Spartanburg, will be writing inspirational articles for the Civigram
during the 2020/2021 Civitan year. Sam Bennett will be the chaplain at our meetings. Thank you Sam and Jim!"

"The Chaplain's Corner"

District Elections
END COVID-19 PANDEMIC WITH PRAYER
Today in my daily prayer time the Lord reminded me of the
plagues Pharaoh cast upon the Israelites in Egypt. There were
several, and when His people stopped grumbling and prayed,
God took them away. He showed His stubborn chosen people
His powerful love of them and His mighty healing powers. So,
I found boldness to pray to God to move this present pandemic
from our land. Needing your help, I ask you to not only do
likewise, but to also witness to all whom you meet daily to join
you in such prayers. Your friends and even strangers you meet
on the street would not refuse your putting your hand on their
shoulder and asking “will you join me in praying for you and
also asking God to take this plague from our land as he did for
His people in the Exodus?”
You all know that we need revival in this land of ours and
throughout the world. This pandemic offers us a great opportunity to create a worldwide revival. Think of the power we have
in our hands. Take this power to your Civitan club, to your
churches, to your neighbors, to your televisions, to your town
squares. Go out in mass and pray on the steps of every church
and synagogue in your county. Be the mighty warriors of God
that we are called to be. It is in the mighty name of our
wonderful Savior that I deliver this article to you in our
Palmetto Civigram. Share it with all those whom you recruit to
join Civitan, which I hope will be everyone you see.
Respectfully submitted,
Jim Seeley

3

Our SC District Policy is included as an
additional attachment with this issue of the
Civigram. Please review and be prepared to vote
on the recommendations during the SC District
Convention in September. The suggested
changes are the result of a thorough review
made by the Board of Directors.
As indicated at the top of the document:
Red type indicates additions to the policy.
Turquoise highlights indicate deletions from the
policy.

Governor-Elect and Directors to be voted on at
the District Convention
Governor-Elect - Richard Gay
Area Director - James McIlrath - 2 year term
Area Director - Jennifer Walker - 2 year term
Area Director - LaBarbara Sampson - 1 year term
completing Anna Smith's term
Area Director - Sonja Wilson - 2 year term

Thank You Richard

Richard Gay with Junior Civitan

After teaching English for forty-four years, the last forty-one at Lancaster High School, Richard Gay recently retired. Richard was
the advisor of the Lancaster Junior Civitan Club for forty-one years during which the club won International Club of the Year
twenty-seven times. He was inducted into the Junior Civitan International Hall of Fame in 1992, and has served as the Co-Chair
of the South Carolina Junior Civitan District for twenty years.
Richard was the advisor of the Lancaster High School yearbook for thirty-four years and was selected as the Reid H. Montgomery
Advisor of the Year by the South Carolina Scholastic Press Association in 2000. He advised the Lancaster High School Academic
Challenge Team for seventeen years and was the Lancaster County Teacher of the Year in 2013. Richard joined Civitan in 1980
and served as president of the Lancaster Civitan Club three times.

SC CIVITAN DISTRICT CONVENTION
Hilton Head Island Beach and Tennis Resort
September 18 & 19, 2020

Hotel Reservations & Rates

Call 800-475-2631 to reserve your room and give code #365
(The hotel has agreed to extend the special room rates to Civitans who would like to arrive early or leave late to extend their stay.)
Civitan Guest Rates - Per Night + Tax
One Bedroom Ocean Front Villa: $169.00
One Bedroom Ocean View Villa: $129.00
One Bedroom Resort View Villa: $119.00
Two Bedroom Ocean View Villa: $179.00
Two Bedroom Resort View Villa: $159.00
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Cont'd on page 5, see Convention

Convention,Cont'd from page 3

SC CIVITAN DISTRICT CONVENTION
Hilton Head Island Beach and Tennis Resort
September 18 & 19, 2020

Convention Registration
Reservation Deadline: Wednesday, September 2, 2020
Registration: $75.00 per person, $50.00 for spouse/guest for Saturday night dinner

To Register, reply to Emily Wright (emily@twgsc.com) with the
following information:
1.) Your Name
2.) Your Club’s Name
3.) Will you or your club cover the cost of your registration
Make checks payable to SC Civitan District and mail to:
Mike Taylor
139 Lincoln Inn Rd.
Columbia, SC 29212
You must:
1.) Call the hotel and reserve your room
2.) Mail a check to Mike Taylor

Additional Information

•
•
•
•
•
•

There is a one time, per car, gate fee of $25.00.
Rates do not include daily housekeeping services or towel exchange.
Rates do not include a one-time departure cleaning fee of $50.00 for a one-bedroom villa or $60.00 for a two-bedroom villa.
All rates are subject to 11% South Carolina state tax. Taxes are subject to change without notice.
Each reservation will be charged a one-time $35.00 reservation fee (will be waived).
The above rates are non-commissionable, and not subject to further discount through special promotions that may be offered
on a limited basis for transient reservations.
• Two-night minimum required; no refunds for early check-out.
• Group rates will be extended two days prior and two days after the event’s majority of arrival and/or departure.

Deposit Requirements
• Hilton Head Beach and Tennis Resort requires a deposit equal to 30% of the entire estimated balance including tax and
reservation fee.
• Full payment is due 14 days prior to arrival.
• If the reservation is made less than 14 days prior to arrival, the entire amount is due at the time of the reservation.
• This deposit is refundable only if cancellation notice is received prior to 09/03/2020
Cancellation Policy for Accommodations
• All cancellation notifications must be received in advance.
• Cancellation fees may be imposed based on the date notice of cancellation is received based on the information provided
below.
• Percentages will be applied based on the rates in effect at the time of cancellation.
• To receive full refund, minus a $85.00 cancellation fee, cancellations must be received thirty days in advance prior to the
scheduled arrival date.
• Deposits will be forfeited for cancellations made within thirty days of the arrival date.
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